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Translator  by 

Dof 0030  Language  Branch 


0l3t  of  tho  Conversation  botwoon  ,/ur 
Minister  IT..G.JCI  and  ./.JIG 


On  Juno  11,  1939,  fro.)  8  to  10; 30  A.U, 


'.Luv'G.  I  found  the  word  "anti-Conintorn"  in  your  lottor  addressed  to 
ue  durine  uy  stay  in  H.ji'01  souo  tiuo  ago,  This  was  tho  ;»st  impressive 
thine  that  I  havo  over  exporioncod.  Hien  I  wus  impressed  with  your 
opinion  that  CHI.u'IG  Kai-Shok  should  hold  hi. self  responsible  for  the 
outbreak  of  this  Incident,  as  for  tho  problem  of  responsibility, 

I  aa  willing  to  assu;  10  responsibility  for  i.ysolf  for  the  outbroak  of 
this  Incident,  because  I  was  also  concorned  with  it,  I  lay  tho  groatost 
stross  on  tho  anti-Co;  intern,  pro  bleu,  v/hich  is  a  problou  for  the  Orient 
os  woll  as  for  China.  Onco  ChLvl  G  Kai-Shok  uaintained  the  anti-Comintern 
attitudo  and  carried  on  tho  uubjugation  of  tho  rod  bandits  for  soveral 
yoare.  In  1935  I  was  ordered  by  hia  to  brine  China  into  closer 
relations  with  Goroany.  At  the  sano  ti..io,  CKIANG  Kai-Shok  despatched 
CKLi!  Li-Fu  to  the  Soviet  Union  to  confer  with  UTVINO./  with  a  view  to 
08tablishine  connection  botween  China  _nd  tho  Soviet  Union.  CKIaNG 
Kai-Shok  had  apparently  plannod  to  form  a  coalition  with  the  Soviot 
Union  fron  that  tino  onward.  Then,  with  the  outbreak  of  tho  HSLJI 
Incident,  tho  coalition  botwoon  tho  Soviet  Union  and  China  becauo  ••  • 
decisive.  .,t  present,  Britain,  Prunco  and  tho  Unitod  Status,  being 
jealous  of  the  aggrondisomont  of  Japan  in  tho  Oriont,  uro  assisting 
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Chino  in  her  wcging  war  againet  Japan*  Howovor,  it  is  evident  that 
the  Soviet  Union  is  taking  the  load  in  aiding  China.  Thus,  in  spite 
of  the  fact  that  CHI.dlG  Kai-3hok  is  wacing  war  again.t  Japan  in  concort 
with  the  Coiijunist  Party  and  tho  Soviot  Union,  the  reason  why  tho 

t 

Chinoso  people*  _t  large  cro  supporting  CHI.JJG  Kai-3hok  is  that  they  are 

\ 

afraid  lest  Cliina  fall  into  a  po  ition  liko  that  of  India  under  tho 
prossurc  of  Ja;an.  Such  bcinc  tho  caeo,  thoy  arc  not  in  a  position 
to  start  an  anti-Covuntorn  novouont,  On  the  contrary,  those  who  advocat. 
poaco  with  Japan  are  boing  turnoa  out  by  tho  people.  Only  one-third 
of  the  uo.ibcrs  of  tho  Kuouintr.ng  .jr.iy  .lado  approach  to  tho  Couaunist 
Party,  while  tho  other  two-thirds  aro  ..iniutaining  tho  Anti-Couint orn 
attitude  in  thoir  hoarts  dosiring  poaco.  Kowovor,  for  tho  a'oovo- 
aentioned  roason,  thoy  arc  not  in  a  position  to  start  on  anti-CHI. j!G 
Kai-Shol:  novone:rt  or  an  anti-Couintorn  .jovoraont.  Therefore,  as  soon 
as  they  coasod  to  have  foar  of  Japan,  thoy  would  turn  unanimously 
against  couaunisn.  .%b  tho  rosult  of  the  talks  with  men  at  .AJHjJ  and 
CHUNGKING  and  some  aoubers  of  tho  Suffrage  Council,  who  were  other 
than  those  belonging  to  tho  Kuorointang,  I  found  that  thoy  wore  unanimous 
against  Couuxnisu*  The  roason  why  LUliC  ."YUIi,  though  ho  was  uost  likoly 
to  ri30  in  aras  with  tie,  was  obliged  to  givo  up  his  intention  wus  that 
ho  was  also  influenced  by  such  a  goncrol  tondoncy  in  China.  I  held 
offico  in  the  govorn  :ent  at  the  tine  when  China  recognized  coiijuuisu, 
frov..  192-i  to  1926,  30  that  I  an  willing  to  cssuuo  responsibility  for 
any  conduct  on  uy  part  during  that  period.  Since  thon  I  have  opposed 
tho  coununist  party  all  tho  ti  .0,  co: ccially  I  opposod  the  recent 
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Coalition  botvoou  tho  CHUi.GJJEiiG  ropi-io  and  tho  corxunist  party. 

Dut  tho  attitude  of  tho  CHL IKIJ-JLrCO  Eovom.ent  rou.incJ  the  saue  just 

r 

o.o  1.  str.tod  above.  This  w~s  why  I  uado  up  ..;y  uind  to  os  cope  fro .; 

\ 

CKUKGKIIIG  in  o  I'd  or  to  launch  a  coup  ait'.*  atjainet  tho  Co.  Intern. 

IT.AJ'Ji  I  rocoivoc’.  dct.il a'  inforuatio;:  fro.'.  Colonol  Ib.Gid.'. 

concerning  tho  conditions  under  which  you  wore  obliged  to  tula  osc  *i  o 
f ro’.i  CHUillCIPG  and  your  subsequent  action.  It  is  true  that  tho  Chinos u 
of  to-d..y  arc  swayed  by  anti-Japauooo  oontiuent .  Thi3  i3,  I  believe, 
duo  to  the  fact  that  they  failed  to  understand  Japan’s  time  intention. 

.iB  a  Llattcr  of  fact,  tho  J.par.ooc  covcrnuov.t  authorities  as  well  as 
tho  Japanoso  pooplo  at  larpo  have  '..iado  concortod  efforts  to  pronoto 
friendship  botwoon  Japan  and  China  for  the  past  sixty  or  sevouty  yoars. 

I  bolievo  it  was  chiefly  duo  to  tho  idsundorstandiac  on  tho  part  of  tho 
Chinos o  that  this  object  is  not  attained  yet.  If  this  ie  the  caso,  those 
who  nioundorstood  as  v/oll  as  those  who  Wore  uisuudorstocd  are  naturally 
responsible  for  tho  result.  I»  this  connection,  I  ecu  say  definitely 
that  Japan  has  not  tho  sli,htost  intention  of  reducing  China  to  tho 
statud  of  India.  On  tho  contrary,  sho  is  ondwrerius  to  provent  tho 
infiltration  of  oxtranoous  influoucc  for  the  purposo  of  oaancipatinfc  all 
the  races  in  tho  Orient,  thereby  expectin'-;  to  secure  tho  lastiae  Poaco 
of  tho  Oriont.  ..s  tho  first  stop  toward  this,  Japan  plans  to  f or  i 
coalition  %/ith  China.  She  regards  tho  .rosent  Incident  as  a  holy  war 
and  is  dotcr.inod  to  anuilt!l*.to  tho  conunist  .arty  and  toe  C.iU.G 
■  Kai-Shok  aruy,  which  uro  actin:  in  concert  with  oaoh  other.  However,  sho 
has  not  the  slightest  idea  of  uakinC  an  oncuy.of  tho  diinooo  people  ufc  lore 
This  is  evident  frou  tho  fact  that  the  J.v.  ancso  aruy,  while  fi"htine 
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bravely  with  tho  onov.r/  ct  tho  front,  is  treating  the  good  Chinese  nassos 

not 

with  benovolonco.  As  for  tho  anti-Conintor  problou  it  io  9oncrrnod/onlj 
with  tho  problou  of  the  cou:.unist  .arty  in  China,  but  also  with  tho 
problou  of  tho  throat  of  tho  Soviet  Union  to  tho  northern  bordor  of 
China  as  well  as  of  H.JJCKUKUO.  ill?.  Japan  is  now  preparing  to  rid  tho 
northern  bordor  of  Lsanchukuo  as  well  as  Japan  of  the  uenaco  of  coixunisu. 

Thus,  Jnpan  is  now  Making  such  grave  determination  and  preparation  to 
oliuinato  couuunisu. 

./.A'C «  Japan  has  callod  upon  China  to  oake  a  joint  dofonso  against 

couuunien,  but  a  large  section  of  the  Chinese  poop-1  o  woro  ap>t  to 

'  .. 

Misconstrue  this  as  vioaning  that  Japan  ihtonds  to  doninato  China  no 
as 

L&ch  aho  pleases  in  tho  nauo  of  the  joint  dofonso  aguinst  co.xunisu. 

In  connoction  with  this,  I  usually  explained  that  anti-couLuniau  is 
Japan's  true  intontion  and  that  therefore  Japan  is  dosirous  of  roaliz- 
ing  tho  very  unity  and  strongthonning  of  China  instead  of  dividing 
and  weakenning  her  and  that  tho  object  of  joint  dofonee  againot 
coniJinisu  will  be  actually  attainod  only  when  China  bocones  strong. 
u3  stated  above,  I  huvo  takon  tho  stand  against  tho  adhesion  of 
coctjunisn  since  1926,  and  will  devoto  uysoli  to  tho  anti-couaunist 
novenont,  As  tho  first  stop  toward  this,  I  au  dotoruinod  to  put  tho 

I 

, 

Kuouintang,  which  is  under  the  douination  of  the  coucunist  party, 

abovo  tho  latter  ln  keeping  to  tho  principle  and  spirit  of  tho 

Kuouinteat.  rt  V&M  the  long-cherished  deiiro  of  Sn*.‘I  Yat-Sen  to  foru  a 
...  "i*‘  •  •  ‘  ••  • 

coalition  with  Japan  in  ouch  rolationc  aa  thooe  of  botwoon  older  and 
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younger  brothers.  Tho  Principle  v/hioh  oU..'  Y».t-Jon  held  w..o  bp  no 

ao..no  coanunisn.  In  tho  first  pluco,  I  oa  going  "to  uakc  clc-r  tho 

0 

rriuciilcs  ..nd  policies  of  tho  h\ior.dntang  hoac’.od  by  SUil  Y..t-dcn. 

In  tho  second  place,  I  a*i  going  to  advise  tho  Kuouintung  to  accept 
Japan's  proposal  concerning  anti-Co. Intern  and  in  this  nay  to  suvo 
hor  country,  i’or  tho  raalisatiai  of  this  purpose,  unity  ,..nd  strength 
of  China  ..ro  prerequisite.  Though  I  an  to  prococd  in  cooperation  with 
various  portios  othor  than  tho  ICuo-dutaug,  I  bolievo  that  tho  Kuouintang 
should  continuo  to  play  tho  uost  activo  • part.  I  should  like  to  ask 

.  *  "  l 

Japan  to  show  U3  ho w  to  strongthon  China' 3  national  defense  fro a  tho 
standpoint  of  anti-Coointern.  As  for  tho  yto4.s  to  be  taken  in  tho 
interior  of  China,  I  boliove  that  \i o  should  first  of  all  strivo  to 
drive  tho  influence  of  tho  couiunist  party  out  of  China  by  establishing  a 
a  porerf 61  central  government. 

IT.kG.JCI :  Of  course,  wo  aro  desirous  of  establishing  a  powerful  central 

govornr.ont,  but  attention  aust  bo  paid  to  tho  fact  that  with  tho  dovolop- 
aent  of  tho  war  situation  bocauso  of  tho  prosent  Incident,  tho  now  regines 
havo  been  establishod  in  Netth  China,  Mongolia,  Control  China  and  othor 
districts  whero  a  groat  nuabor  of  Japanese  rcsido  and  that  tho30  Japanoso 
have  established  various  connoctiou3  v/iuh  tho  Chinoso.  .Vo  unst  pay  duo 
attontion  to  this  fact.  Thus,  the  nuking  of  closor  rolations  botwoon 
the  Japanoso  and  tho  Chinoso  in  various  districts  will  uot  end  in 
v  oak  owning  a  control  govorn.’.ont  in  the  least.  On  the  contrary,  it  rill 
loud  to  the  strength oning  of  tho  position  of  a  central  governaont. 

I  should  like  you  to  civo  carcflil  consideration  to  this  point.  I  want 
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to  ask  you  about  the  question  of  San-ioiu-Chu-i.  A  cortain  soction  of 
tho  Japanaso  people  look  askance  at  it.  Especially,  the  phraso  , 

"Irinciplo  of  peoplo’s  livelihood  is  the  equivalent  of  conv.unis  i"  has  i 
given  ri80  to  ouch  uisundorotandint;.  It  is  ucoossr.ry  for  us  to  toko 
appropriate  steps  in  tho  future  to  remove  such  .dsundorst undine. 
Therefore,  I  should  like  you  to  mako  inquiries  as  to  thou. 
u;G4  'fho  roason  why  Yat-Son  usod  such  a  phraso  is  his  locturo 
on  the  principle  of  poo.lo's  livelihood  was  that  ha  tried  to 
aBsinilato  oil  tho  currents  of  thou  edits  and  idoas  of  tho  t  ivies  into 
tho  principle  of  tho  Kuo;.dntanc.  Tlierofore,  if  you  road  it  carefully, 
you  will  find  that  ho,  whilo  cocplaiuinE  tho  dianaotricul  differonco 
botv/oon  principle  of  peopdo's  livelihood  and  coui-unisu,  advised  tho 
adoption  of  the  Principle  of  the  Kuovdnton#  in  pluco  of  L-arxisu. 

'  i 

Of  course,  I  op  coine  "to  endeavor  to  oake  clear  tlio  r.ieaninc  of  S an¬ 
t'd  n-Chu-i  froii  no v/  on.  »/o  shall  talk  about  tho  uoYonent  of  establish¬ 
ing  a  control  covern: lent  at  onothor  tiuo  when  we  neot  acain. 
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I,  Jillia  ’  E.  Clarke,  of  tho  Dofonso  Lanfuaco  Branch, 

hereby  certify  that  the  forocoinc  translation  doscribod  in  tho 

% 

abovo  cortificato  ie,  to  tho  best  of  ly  kn-n/lod^o  and  belief, 

» 

a  corroct  translation  and  is  as  near  us  possible  to  tho  uoauinc 
of  the  original  document. 


Tokyo,  Japan 
Date  8th  ! 'aY .  19-.:7 


/s/  Villian  K.  Clarko 


ST*?.  V  \ 
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